Leukaemic involvement of the pleura. A case report.
In chronic myelocytic leukaemia (CML), the pleura is a most uncommon site of extramedullary involvement. A 34-year-old man with CML presented with a massive pleural effusion. His peripheral blood contained few blast cells and the leucocyte alkaline phosphatase level was low. Cytological examination of the pleural fluid revealed cells with the morphological features of myeloblasts and monoblasts. The patient was treated with systemic chemotherapy, with no effect on the leukaemic pleural effusion.